““NCADD

& 9)NEW JERSEY

NCADD-NJ |

ADVOCATE.
EDUCATE.
CELEBRATE.

Promoting Addiction Treatment,
Prevention, and Recovery

through Advocacy and Education

——

— Public Policy and Information
— Friends of Addiction Recovery-NJ

— Care Coordination

NATIONAL COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG DEPENDENCE - NEW JERSEY
www.ncaddnj.org



NCADD-NJ AT-A-GLANCE

Promoting Addiction Prevention, Treatment and Recovery Through Advocacy and Education

ADVOCATE. EDUCATE. CELEBRATE.

The National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence - NJ
(NCADD-NJ) promotes the prevention and treatment of, and
recovery from, alcoholism and drug addiction through advocacy
and education. We support the recovery of alcoholics, drug
addicted individuals and their families and work to reduce

the stigma surrounding the diseases of alcoholism and drug
addiction. The agency formulates public policy initiatives and
advocates for legislation and regulations that are in keeping
with a public health approach to the diseases of alcoholism and
drug addiction. In our public information efforts, we underscore
the fact that alcoholism and drug addiction are treatable and
preventable illnesses.

Advocacy for NCADD-NJ comes in two distinct forms. The
first of these is policy advocacy, which aims to advance legis-
lation to expand treatment for the many New Jersey residents
affected by drugs or alcohol and to support

prevention efforts. Passionate and determined advocacy pro-
duces results. Two NCADD-NJ legislative successes

were laws enacted to license the state’s addiction counselors
and another law ensuring that disabled individuals had

access to a continuum of addiction services.

® The Alcohol and Drug Counselor Licensing and Certification
Act had the effect of professionalizing addiction counseling in
the state through a state-sanctioned licensing board and also
offered much more significant consumer protections for the
addicted client being treated by the newly state-licensed and
certified addictions counselors.

® The “Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program for the Deaf, Hard of
Hearing and Disabled (Public Law 1995 [chapter 318] " is the
only program of its kind in the country and has had a far-reach-
ing impact in creating accessible addiction services for New
Jersey's disabled citizens. The National Association on Alco-
hol, Drugs and Disability did a case study of this law, funded
by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, which addressed the
national implications of the enactment and implementation of
this program.

e NCADD-NJ convened 12 experts from different fields to

sit on an Addictions Discrimination Panel. The panel’s recom-
mendations, which will confront addiction bias in the areas of
healthcare, housing, employment, and education, are soon to
be released and will be presented to New

Jersey policy-makers.

Advocacy is also performed on an individual level through the
agency'’s state welfare related Work First New Jersey Program
(WFNJ), Substance Abuse Initiative (SAI).

® The SAl Intensive Case Management Program provides more
extensive SAl services for women who are both welfare and
Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS) clients.

® The SAl care coordinators and case managers assess the
client and advocate for the most appropriate level and length
of addiction care based on a clinical need.

e The SAl staff also advocate with other provider systems
to obtain social services needed to eliminate the barriers to
client’s participation and treatment.

“...The story of how Public Law 1995,
[Chapter 318] came to be is a terrific
example of grassroots organizing and
how people with passion and commitment
can make a difference...Together they
have crafted a story that stands as a
challenge to other states and an
outstanding example of policy advocacy.”

Joha de Mirsnda, Exscetiva Dinctor,
Naronal Association on Alcehel, Drugs md Daabsity, inc

NCADD-NJ distributes an array of materials help foster an
understanding of addiction as a public health problem.
This ongoing education targets both policy-makers and
the general public as an essential component in advancing
policies that support addiction treatment and prevention.

© PERSPECTIVES Published since 1990, Perspectives is a
bi-monthly journal covering addiction prevention, treatment and
policy issues in New Jersey. It is well respected by a reader-
ship of approximately 11,000 that includes treatment and
prevention professionals as well as state legislators. A recent
readers survey returned overwhelmingly positive responses

of the publication’s value to the field as well as to schools and
parents.

e NCADD—NJ WEB SITE Myriad sources of information,
including policy reports, position papers, news links, training
information, sobering facts and streaming video. There are
over 30,000 visits and 175,000 page views per month to the
NCADD-NJ Web site—and growing. NCADD-NJ has been
recognized by Join Together for our e-Advocacy initiatives.
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